Introduction

Such was the extraordinary combination of
fact, platitude, and absurdity, with which a
writer could without fear of ridicule regale his
fellow ignorants in Europe. But the hour was
fast approaching when the first of that long line
of modern travellers, the first of that long line of
men who in modern times have deliberately
balanced the chances of death on the one hand
with those of profit and adventure on the other,
was to set foot on the soil of India, and on his
return was to commence the task, which so
many of his successors have helped to further,
of making India better known to Europe. Once
well started, the stream of men became well
nigh unceasing. The silent Siren voice called
across the lands and seas to the adventurous
spirits of Europe, and they hearkened and
gladly obeyed. For one who returned safely a
thousand were inflamed to go. The combination
of novelty, excitement, adventure, and gain
proved an overwhelming attraction that capti-
vated the imaginations of all save those whose
spiritual fibre was utterly devoid of elasticity.
Eagerly men embraced any opportunity of
visiting the " East Indies " that presented it-
self. Dangers and discomforts, by sea and land,
were ignored; shipwreck, heat, robbery, mur-
der, disease, treachery, they recked not of;
the more brightly coloured parts of the picture
so dazzled them that they could not see the
darker; and so they hastened, some by land and